








THE BLAC 


&T Hondow Cater 


EDITED, PRINTED, AND PUSLISHED, BY 7.3. WOOLER, 58, SUN-STREET, BISHOPSGATE. 





DWAR. 


¥ 
AN 


Rip asublieatton, 


Communications (post-paid) to be addressed ta No. 4, Catherine-Street, Strand. 


eerrrr 


No. 19. 


LOPPOLIPPL IG ELELIFLE PLO GAEL ELE OLL PELE LS OLED OL OL OL IEP OLEMEDEL PEE EPL EPSIEDIOBOOLEL OLLIE IL OL OLLIE PDDIODL: PLPLLLOLEPOLLLEOOLDD LS OL PL 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1817. 


Price 44. 


BECOLOLOLOPLO DIOL IO POPLIOL OL ELE IG IC LEP OLE DEL EL IGE LOILAERLER TIES EL OEE LEROE OL OLEIOAMDIEDEDSEOLOL OL OCOD OL PLO OL ELOLOLOLOLELALEA ECE SO FSF 


Satire’s my weapon: but I'm loo discrest 
Zo run a-much and lili at ati [I mect, 


Ponty wear ttin alond af Floctors, 


‘ 


Thieves, Supcrcargees, Sharpere, and Directors. Pores. 








TRIUMPH OF MR. HONE.—MERTING AT THE | thing! 


LONDON ‘TAVERN. 
fae es oe tes] 
Swect is the harmony of voice, 
Sacred the shouts that freemen raise, 
Crowning the patriot of their choice. 
With the fair laurels of their praise. 





The mecting at the City of London Tavern was most 
numerously attended; and the proceedings will gratify 
every honest man, 2s much as they will gall those who have 
occasioned them. Sucha meeting, under such circumstances, 
will give a more fatal blow to the despotic views which have 
been so long cherished by our ministers, than they have yet 
received, Zhe people have received into their hearts, and 
into their besems, the man whom the ministerial fury had 
doomed to solitary incarceration, and whom ministerial 
vengeance already saw lingering out a life of wretchedness 
in the abyss of some impenetrable dungeon, 

How contemptible do a/! his persecutors look! with what 
a'ghastly smile do they perceive the phalaix of the nation 
opening to receive and shelter their intended victim. May 
the lessen be equally attended to on all sides; and while it 
téaches our would-be tyrants that there is still a power 
ahove them ; may it teach the people that when united, the 
meanest’ cannot be outraged—when divided, the strongest 
nray be overcome. a | 

-Among the friends to freedom and jusfiee who composed 
the meeting, the most prominent was Sir F. Burdett :—- 
who took the. opvortunity of entering into some valuable 
comment upon the nature of the proceedings which. had 
convened the assembly. His language was as just as se- 
vere; aud as on constitutional points, there is nu Judge on 
the bench of equal authority with Sir Francis, it may be 
heped that shame will in future prevent them from reiuderiug 
themselves ridiculous, by their /ega/ distinctions, which are 
intended to: confound truth, not to enlighten” justice. 
Sir Francis observed, that next, and only next, to the im- 
portance of prytecting the liberty of the press, was ‘* the 
‘** duty of supporting a struggling honest countryman, ep. 
‘“pressed by prosecutions om scundalous hypocritical pre* 
**tences!?? What say the ministers to this charge? No. | 








vected retribution with averted eyes. By the shameful con- 
struction of the daz of débel, and the assistance of a packed 
jury, if was hoped by the ministers of the crown that a poor, 
and apparently friendiess individual might be placed at their 
merey / and what their mercy would have been, if Mr. Hone 
nad boon found guilty, may be partly gathered from the de- 
claration of the Conrier, that ‘* the court intended to punish 


hin: for an injury done to add mankind !’? what the ényury 
He has written, and, 


is, we are not precisely informed. 
tolerably well proved, that ‘* old Bags is a fool, Derry 
Dowu Triangle is afoo!, and the Doctor a fool;’? and 
besides this he has unmasked a great many other fools, who 


never thought that their gravity could have been rendered , 
so ridiculous, especially by a poor man, whose nerves, it wa 
imagined, would have sunk before the frosted wigs and 
black drapery of the counsel that were retained against 


him. ¥ 


The great injury which Mr. Hone had done mankind 


They fecl they deserve if, and shriak from exe 


Secnis to be that he has dAelped the ministers to make thema. 


sclyves very ridiculous, 
the only érue blasphemy! ‘They cannot bear it. 


avoid it, renders them only the more outrageous. 


this may be with them avery 
crying 8/2 ;—because to be laughed at, is, with blockheads,: 
It shocks: 
their nerves too much; andthe knowledge that they cannot, 
| 3 If they 
are laughed at singly, and by name, the offence is, ‘* a false, 


scandulous, malicious, and seditious libel,’? wpon the vir ; 


y) 


{nous servant of our lord the king.+ But if the laugh be 
raised against the whole or a part, under the names of Old 
Bags, Derry Down Triangle, and the Docior ; itis thea a 
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_™* Asonly Mr. Attorney-General spoke on. the occasion alluded te, 
itmay be supposed that no ether was employed against Mr. Hone, 
Our readers may not be aware that counsel are sometimes retained to 
nod,as weil us to.speak. The meaning of this is, that while the Attore 
ney-Gereral is pleading, when he imagines he has made a good point, 
be turns to his friend, who ix engaged to rod, for that mark of approba- 
“ons as it issupposed that the jary may de a little biassed by the silent 
assent ofa grave lookiog brother, who. is supposed to nod for nothing. 
in Hone’s case, the nodders were very active; bot unluckily for them 
the jury were not noddiesf 


+ Pope having ridiculed some. foolish priest was told it was wrongs 
—that priests were entived to respect, as they represented the deity. 
‘t Aye,” said he, ** and so do constables, as Wey repreyept the Rings 
‘* but then it must be confessed that.theie are many odd fellows ANGE 
‘* thepy, who have ne likemeséto him sit al? , 
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service of the church ;” and if there should be a little fruth 
interspersed in the remarks, it becomes, of course, sed/tious, 
and it is an aggravation of the crime. Sir Francis was very 
happy in his illustration of the crime of libel, ** The proot 
‘6 of libel, it was said, was a tendency to provoke a breach 
‘Sof the peace, ‘The man who writes it, it is admitted, has 
“ committed no ofience: but then what he does way pro- 
‘* yoke some onc cise to commit an ofience; and the man 
‘who really commits crime is sutiered to go free, while the 
who has not committed it is suffered to escape. 
“ Phis appeared to him much the same as if it were law to 
*¢ punish a man for not keeping his property safely locked 
“up, instead of punishing the thicf who stole it 1” 

Such attempts on the part of the ministers has a feadeucy 
to render the laws as ridiculous, and at the same time as 
vindictive, as themselves ; and if they are to be tried by 
Lord Ellenborough’s position, that they are answerable for 
the fendency of their conduct, and not for their intentions, 
they should be immediately indicted by the A ttorney-Gene- 
ral, for a conspiracy to render every thing connected with 
law and government, ridiculous and contemptible. It is 
possible, that their cvtention may be to do this. ‘They may 
havea design to render the law ridiculous, or hateful, pres 
paratory to their abolition ofit altogether ; whatever (heir 
éntcntion may be, the tendency of their conduct is obvious : 
—and itis to be regretted that any judge should appear to 
Jend himself to such an object. 

Our ancestors were anxious for nothing so much as the 
complete separation of the judicial and the legislative de- 
yartments of the government,—and to see the bench stretch. 
ing forth its hands over every constitutional barrier to em- 
brace the administration, while it turns its back upon the 
complaints of the people, is an outrage upon public justice, 
which it is impossible the good sense of the people of Eng- 
Jand cai endure. ’ 

The carelessness of the day has suffered an intimacy to 
take place between the Judges and the Ministers, that ought 
not to have been passed over without reprobation, Under 


66 eicked, inptous, profane, and irretigious libel, upon the 


66 Heron: 


ohe administration Lord Ellenborough held a seat in 


the Cabinet, and became the associate of the very minis- 
ters upof’ whose «merits as a judge he might be called 
upon to pronounce a decision. The proverb that a man 
is known by his associates, holds in most instances; and a 
similar ofte that evil communications corrupt good manners, 
is not less {fue; now although the virtue of a Judge 
may be mitch stronger than the virtue of any other man, 
it iS Wot politic to expose it to the temptation — of 
his’ “‘fnajesty’s ministers. It is said that the Judges 
are independent of the crown. This may be diterally 
true, but ‘every one knows they may be dependents 
on the Miutsters of the Crown, as long as they have rela- 
tives to provide for, or dependants to reward, The march 
‘nd the advantage of office may prove as alluring to the eye 
of a judge, as to the eye of a crown Jawyer, and nothing 
short of a-total abstinence from politics can secure the re. 
putation of either. ‘The Courier seems to have universally 
acquainted the public with a seeret, which the Courier 
ought not to have knowa. ‘That paper has dared to. say, 
“that had Hone been convicted, i# was the intention of 
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“the COURT to have panished him fer an injury inflicted 
onallmankiand !!{!? What COURT does the Courier mean ? 
The conductors of that paper can have no intimacy with an 
member of a COURT OF JUSTICE. What COUR’ 
we again ask, can the writer mean?) The COURT 
where his masters meet in nightly consuliation upon what 
slanders it will be prudent to utter against the people, to 
screen their own delinquencies, Does he mean this Cours, 
this holy Council of apostates? Ife can certainly mean no 
other. Aud yet how could they defermine to punish Hone 2 
What had they to do with his punishment ? Does this 
writer mean to say that the JSench is the mere tood of the 
administration, and that Ministers regulate all its move. 
ments. It cannot be possible that the administration of 
Rnglish law is in so degraded a condition. Yet what are 
we to understand. The Court had determined, before the 
trial, to punish him! This is Turkish justice with a ven. 
geance, But, again,—what Couré? Suppose that any 
judge shontd stoop so low as to converse on such subjects 
with the lditor of the Courier—and suppose—for it ean be 
but asvpposélion, that this determination should have been 
given, isit wsuad for the Cour’ to determine before trial, what 
punishment, ar whether any punishment should be awarded ? 
This is a novelty to the pud/ic, We hope it is as novel te 
every one else, and that this hireling is uttering only the 
ravings of his employers! A man may be found guilty, 
and yet from circumstances, may deserve no punishment. 
Those circumstances cannot be kuown before trial ;. and 
‘S@ court”? that could enter upon any determination ef 
punishment before trial would certainly never be entitled to 
(ry another cause, But this must be a calumuy; aud if the 
Attorney-General cau obéain /eave, it is his duty te pro= 
ceed against this mirror of his masters, and explain this 
outrage upon reason and English laws, in compliment te 
his own asserted sense of justice, 

It is with the most heartfelt joy that we congratulate 
Mr. Hone upon his escape from this ** horrible condemna- 
fion,’’? whatever ** Court” the determination to punish him 
may have disgraced. In this sentiment the public most cor. 
dially unite; and in answer to all that the ministerial writers 
may tow venture to urge in defence of their masters, we 
may triumphantly refer to the resolutions passed at the pub. 
lic meeting. We transcribe them that they may be care. 
fully preserved. ‘They form one of the most important do. 
cuments of the state of public feeling, and will be an inde. 
lible stain upon the character of administration, long after it 
Shall have ceased to exist, tu plague the country. 


‘ 
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Resolutions pussed at the Public Meeting at the City of 
London Tavern, on Monday, Dec. 29, 1817, to pre. 
mole a Subscription for Mr. Ione. 


I. Phat the Liberty of the Press is one of the dearest rights and 
proudest distinctions of Engjishmen; and is inseparably connected with 
and wholly dependant on, the Purity of the Trial by Jury. 

2. That the inestimable importance of the sacred and the constitutional 
right of Trial by Jury has never been more demonsiratively proved than 
by the recent prosecutions and honourable acquittals of Mr. William 

one. : 

3 That Parodies on Scripture having been written and published. by 
Martin Luther, the Father of the Reformation, by dignitaries of the 
Church, and by other éminent and learned personages, down to the pre- 
sent time, we are pertuaded that the exception taken to the Parodies of 
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Mr. Hone by the present Ministers of the Crown was to answer political 
purposes against the Liberty of the Press. 

4, That hypocritical prostitution of religion, and a pretended zeal for 
its defence, when used by corrupt Statesmen asa mask for political per- 
eecution, must ever be held by all sincere Christians as the worst profa- 
nation of its sacred name. 

5. That itis evident fromthe manner in which those prosecutions 
were commenced and conducted, that the real object of Ministers was 
not to protect religion, but to crush an apparently deienceless individual 
who had exposed their political delingrencies, tostifle public discussion, 
to destroy the Liberty of the Press, and to uphold existing abuse. 

G. That the extensive Knowledge, the varied talents, the manly intre- 
yidity, Gre energy of mind, and the unshaken perseverance which ena- 
bled Mr. William Hone sodauntlessty to resist the reiterated assaults of 
Ministerial persecution, entitic aim to the gratitude and support ofevery 
friend to constitutioua! freedom, 

7. That asubscription be now opened, and that the money which may 
be subscribed be piaced in the hands of a Committee, to be used in such 
way assball appear to them best calculated to promote the permanent 
welfare of Mr. Hone and his family. 


8. That the following Geatlemen be of the Committee :— 
Rebert Watthman Alderman Goodbehere 
Joseph Jiurcombe Samuel Brooks 
William Sturch VWijliam Williams 
Alderman Thorpe Williain Teasdale 


9. That Bobert Waithman, Esq. be the Treasurer, 


That the thanks of this meeting are due to Sir F. Burdett, Bart. for 
his spontaneous offers of co-operation with the Gentlemen originating 
the subscription, ia strict conformity with a life of pure patriotism aud 
love of country. 

That thethanks of this meeting are hereby cordially givento Mr. 
Charles Pearson, for his manly and successtul struggle in correcting the 
cerrupt system of packing juries, which has contributed so essentially 
towards the present triumph; and especially for the gratuitous adrice 
and assistance given to Mr. Hone throughout the whole of the prosecu 
tion, affording a rare example tu his profession of zeal, independence, 
and disinterested ness, 


Thanks were also voted to Mr. Waithman for his attend. 
ance, and his conduct in the Chair; and to Lord Cochrane, 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





A Title, and Index to the first volume, will be ready for delivery in 
a few days. 


Subscribers are requested to complete their sets as carly as possible ; 
as but few of several numbers remain on hand. 
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LETTERS_OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


From the Black Daarf in London, te the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan. 











A Curuistran Country. 


Respected Frienn, 


When we have together read over the histories of 
all European countries, thou kuowest what delight we ex. 
perienced in the beautiful descriptions which the writers 
have indulged in, of the christian disposition which alle. 
Viated every sorrow, and dispelled every care. How have 
we together exulted in the happiness of our distant brethren, 
who had the good fortune to inhabit ** CAristian Countries.” 
Mow have we lamented, I most sincerely, and thou as might 
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I hecome a Bonze. that in Javan, it was impossible to pre- 


vent evil, and introduce that heavenly religion which shone 
so brightly upon Christian Countries. We could not but 
admire the distant radiance, and wish that its influence might 
at last reach even the distant regious of Japan. _ Not that 
Christianity is altogether unknown there. But itis not a 
Christian Country. Christianity is there but an exotic, 
and those who profess to plant the celestial flower, are en- 
tirely ignorant of the proper mode of culture. It withers 
in their hands, and drovups for the atmosphere of a Christian 
Country. This was one of my motives for wandering into 
these regions. True liberty and real religion are the objects 
after which my soul pants with an encreasing vigor. The 
advance of age only stimulates me in the pursuit, and Tam 
the more earnest in my search, lest my faculties fail me, and 
I sink into the grave without finding them. 

Alas! my friend, distauce which lessens dangers also di- 
minishes evil, while it enhances expected good. ‘The diss 
tant verdure that captivates the eye is often only the green 
mantle of some obnoxious marsh. ‘Tie aspiring mountain 
that terminates so magnificently the perspective of the re- 
ceding horizon, may prove a rugged and inaccessible cliff, 
covered with eternal snow, and threatening momentarily te 
discharge the frozen cloud upon the humble cottages that 
approach its sides to ask a shelter from the piercing blast. 
Thus have [ my friend, been disappointed. I have found a 
christian country, but christiant/y is not here. 1 have met 
with the precepts of the religion ; but the practice is yet to 
be discovered. [have read here the same accounts that I 
have readin Asia. I have found here all the books te 
which I was referred, and all the authorities upon which the 
christian doctrines are founded. Ah! my friend, christianity 
is indeed anoble system—a system worthy of a heavenly 
origin. But it seems infinitely too sublime for these whe 
call themselves christians. ‘The doctrines of christianity 
thou art aware are humility, self-denial, lung suffering, and 
unbounded charity ; ‘* peace on earth, and good will to afb 
mena,’? was the commission of its founder; and universaf 
eharity was the end and object of his mission. ‘This is here 
every where acknowledged. [t is promulgated in the temples, 
and reiterated in private houses. itis heard in the streets, 
and inthe highways, Every village has its mcuitors te re. 
mind the inhabitants weekly, or more often, that they are 
christians, aud that they live in a christian ceuntry. 


Are these people afraid of forgetting this, thatit is neces- 
sary to repeat it tothem sooften? it would appear so, for 
it is only in these declurations that their knowledge of 
Christianity is to be found. Wouldst thou believe it? in 
this christian country, in this metropolis, there are wretches 
wandering uaked ia the streets, and perishing sightly for 
want of food. 
goverument of this christian country takes no notice of the 
fact:—the overseers and guardians of the difierent districts 


| say it is nothing to them—and those who are appointed to 


enquire into the cause of the death of these unhappy victims, 
calmly declare—*“ that they died by the visitation of God!” 
Impious and blasphemous arraignment of the character of 
the Deity! are his visitations only recognized in the blast 
of famine—in the pestilence ef hunger—in wretchedness and 
death! or is it meapt te be insinuated, that the Deity in 


Yet these christians pass tamely by. The - 
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compassion to the sufferings of those who can meet with no 
pity from their fellow men, has snatched them from the 
hard-hearted generation which could seethem famish with 
hunger, because they were not born on the spot where their 
suiferings had cast them on the earth, to groau, aud die! 
The ailectation of religion in this christian country is more 
horrid thau the want of it, amongst the most barbarous 
nations ; and speaks the inutility of forms and creeds, more 
than all the volumes datos Nd be wrote against toe... and ts 
more calculated te injure, than all the; parodics s that could 
devised to ridicule them. 

This christian country has no slight resemblanee to the 
Hottentots, who leave their sick and azed to perish, when 
they can no longer hunt for the provisions, they shoule eat, 
They behave however in one respect better than the infiabi- 
tants of this Shey e then 
into disease, before they leave them to the grasp of death, 
Here the poor wretches are willing to toil 
able, but there is nothing for them todo. They have done 
all they ean for the country—many of them are the seamen 
who 2 ive defended the standard of this nation in the burn- 
inc i frozen zones,—who have employ: d the iryouu 
ntre with in the service of what they « i their country— 
their chr istian colin ytd it reweerds them with a grave. 
end leave to dic—but not to die in peace—for the last 
moments of lingering existence are tortured with imperiinent 
questions, or with reproachful taunts. “Pheir fellow cliris- 
tians are not iideed ald unmindful of the misery that presents 
itselfat every corner: but what can individual charity, or 
individual compassion do? Literally nothing. 
vernment, the christian government that shouldinterfere. All 
paupers should be treated alike. All the needy should have 
the same protection. Christianity is no menpeuse® of persons, 
ft preaches alike to the high, and to the lowly ; and ifany 
preference be shewn by the christian precépts, it is rather to 
the lowly than to the great. But the chrisdian ministers 
of this christian country reverses the order, and gives, ont) 
to those who need nothing, or who deserve nothing ; and 
takes from the poor and the needy the little they shuuld 
have, 

[need not tell thee that there are poor 
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christian country, do not sfari 


while tis Y are 
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im all countries. 


Bat there are only iu christian countrics to be met with men | 


who perish from want. It is only in céviléced states that 
such an evilexists, It isa mark ef refined fectines, thata 
few wretches should faint to death under the windows of 
their fellow men, who are carousing and ae & ip ng, as if 
life necded the spur of debauchery to hasten its carcer. 
‘Lhe ‘savage may miss his prey, aud feel the ie igs of hunger: 
he may wander thirsty and find nowater. ‘Vempests may 
swecp away the hopes of unsocial life, and ail may he 
doomed to extreme privations. But this is happiness 
contrasted with tbe extreme of luxury and want. bloated 
indigestion and famished hunger, that cross each other 
at: dvyery step in London. The state certainly takes some 
care of one class of necdy wretches. One descrip. 
tion Of paupers is under its especial protection. They 
are properly called the state paupers. They are the 
relatives and dependents of the great statesmen,- and the 
little statemen—the illegitimate sous of nobles, and the 
oast.off mistresses of princes. hese are abundantly provi- 
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They are foo honorable, too genteel, too every 
thing for labour. They would not encroach upon the oro 
vince of the industrious. Besides, it would be dangerous to 
send them iuto their proper scale m society. They would 
carry with them a love of dissipation. debauchery, pre dita. 
lion, falsehood, and disease, all which would be dis. crceful 
in the lower classes, in a Christian Country. 

is not an abundance of work ; 


ded for, 


In addition io this thei 
and as work is the peculiae province of the lower orders; 
e ** betlficr sort of people” must not interfere with it« 
faa Christian Country, the proper gradations must be ob- 
served: and the vicious must be kept in idleness and vice at 
the expence of tae virtuous and industrious, who are kindly 
permitted to ofice all the produce of their labour, ifit so 

to their ** superiors.’ But if they will not 
give up al?, the greatest part they must surr: nder, in orde 
the christian rulers of this Christian Country may have 
micsithal io eat, and to drink, and to make merry. But 
isthe idle poor devour ten tines as muchas the iaborious 
sand th of one state drone would often support 
ahundrcd of the working clases, it follows that the mass 
of inisery must continually encrease with the encrease ot 
the stafe pavpers, aud they encrrase ina given ratio with 
the vies of their rolers.* 

Thou wilt be amazed to hear, that while the worthy poor 
and the brave defenders of this christian country are tha 
perishing with cold and hunger in the strects, there are 
without any honest means of livelihood, or 
talents that would secure them the meanest employient in 
socicty, who are lavishly pensioned by this christian country, 
at an expence = ich collectively taken would relieve all the 
misery of whic . ice ae 

But it is ¢ yus to procecd on this subject. 
wretch, ce is | iain on the road, must 
carriage of the Right Hononrabe George 
him for a portion of that immens has va. 
thered together by pretending toserve this christian commlsry. 
The poor wretch who ts repulsed from the gates of the 
or the work-house, must not murmur at having toiled 
through life to add his mite to the pension of his ** supe. 
rors.’ tis theirs tu fake—it has been his to givemand 
when he can give no fonger, it is time for him to die. He 
has no right to ask again from his ** superiors,’? what he has 
contributed to them. It would be contrary to etiquette in 
a christian country! In the mean time, the following remedy 
has been recommended by the conductor of an extensively 
circulated journal. I transcribe it, that thou mayest 
perceive [To am not detailing visionary sufferings, nor ine 
dulging in unfouded speculations of imaginary distress. ‘The 
paper aliuded to, has before called the publi ic attention to 


ihes 


please them, 
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The poor 
not stop the 
RRose. and ask 


CweRAalia Which he 


watch. 
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* To talk of re eae misery here is sbsurd, while so mony are em- 
ployed to create it. Asifthe number of starving wretches wanted any 
encrease, ihe spies of a: tax-oflice cecm to be employe d to beat np for 
recruits, A poor man who was not willing to saddle himself aud his 
wants on seciety, obtaine = ‘ny some ineaie an ass, upon which he carried 

sand about in pant ters, i procured what.be was satistied with as sub- 
sistence., Such as the vd, ites of the informers, that be was carried 
before a magistrate and fined five pouuds for selling sand without a 
license! The man pleaded that he had a right to sell sand as well as 
sallad: but it was prove d that the sand was mixed with drick-dust, by 
which it became a manufactured article!!! The magistrate who fine d 


him should be compe Hed to ke ep the man fer life. whom he hag thus 


duced to heeenry 
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the case, without any tasting eilect. It now ** urges the pro- 
* priety of chlicing, or calling upon (two rather diferent 


SC things) purisii OLrcers by ran and tiem represencatives 
3 ’ i oe i 

> ; } . ‘ “sew . 3s 

Cobhy nivit. fo perfona their dutv, by conveying proper ob. 

Yo ae ' S “a : , 

SC iee’s io parecatal eaicedon Ss, and watchinouses, Where 


aly) should De TeE ady, and rugs aud mattresses. 
irrochial cow. 


$6 a AGS oO! 
with clean stra, and an additional fire. PP: 
“6 tributions*® might supply the «dditional expense ; 
“wo cuse should. watchmen wass by forlorn ‘and destitute 
6 objects, sleeping by nightin aleys and passages. with. 
+ out rousing them, and conveying then to tie watch-house, 
¢ Parishes should contribute for the establishmeut of tem. 
porary houses, where warmth and soup, aad other nou. 
rishment, might be supplied from suneset to sun-rise 
‘daring the winter season 3 and span ohiicers should im- 
* mediately take measures for the apprehension, if we mav 
‘Suse the term, of all the obviously destitute beings whom 
+ (hey may see within the rang. of their power, and convey 
‘* them to some place where at least the comforts absolutely 
** necessary to existence are to be found.”? 
This picture of a Christian country, where clean sfraze 
is set down amongst the comforts of life, will doubtless 
astonishi thee ; and thou wilt be more astonished to hear 
that poverty is not the cause of this apparent dreadful nee. 
ject of the lives of f-llow-men, ‘The real cauce of all this 
misery, is a lavish expenditure on those who deserve no- 
ihing—on pimps, on parasites, on all the most worthless of 
s for honest industry, 
and the real claims ef the tiv” 'Phis subject would 
exhaust volumes; but Pam only writing aletter, and must 
for the present bid adieu to the virtues of this Christian 
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Phy friend and well. wisher, 


FHE BLACK DWARF. 


ARBITRARY ARRESTS, 


To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 


In anumber of the Black Dwarf for November. your 
correspondent, signed M. P. solicits a particular account of 
the arrest, treatment, &c. of those persons who have been 
confined under the suspension act.—I[n compliance with that 
request, | beg leave to lay before you the following remarks. 

1 reside in HojJlow Stone, parish of St. Mary’s, Notting. 
ham. <Atthe time of my bei ing arrested was employed in 
the fancy-work manufact ured here. Have a wife and four 
children ; and a mother ninety years of age, all de ‘pendant 
on me for support. On the 10th of June last. twelve or 
thirteen police officers entered wy house, one of them (Ar. 
Lawson) said, “ Mr. Ward, we are come to search your 
house.’? | asked by what authority they came to do so: 
some one of them said, * you nay be su re we are not come 
Without authority 3’? L replied, shew me it, or you shall not 
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¥ More of the system! Provide contrijutions—the Ministers will find 
proper obj ctsin abundance! Would te God tliat every pauper in high 
(ifewns obliged to be content with clean straw, and a basin of soup, "tt 
Th | kk “Sr 1) na paroch: ial, aud oth | es Contrivution Ne 








search my house 3 immediately Mr. Lawson held up in his 
hand a paper, and said, ** here it is.” requested bim to 
he said, ** the jaw would not justly him in reading 
Wile this conversa. 
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read it: 
it until we sot be vs a megistrare.’ 
tion was passios b: een me edad Lawson the 3 
constables we: into “diiferont parts of int 
ceiving there was no alternative, sufiered thos to seareh 
without either seeing or hearing the warrant 
long and fruitless effurt. When they hed reached dawn a 
cannister, and cven peepeaivio a lhimble, the 
knowledged “! there was nothing to be found which they 
were looking for.) Lasked what they were ‘ooking (ov 5 
one of them observed, * you have fief to nnd out,’ and 
then they all went away! Not being sati-fied with suc une 
reasonable and (as | thought) unlawful proceedings, went 
and consulted an attorney ; he advised we to mike apple 
cation for a copy of the by warrant which my howe was 
searched, and the san ‘'s of the constables it was celivered 
to. Lapplied accordingly to 

served, ** vou have no right ta a copy :”? this he repeated ¢ 
aud added, with considerable: emphasis, © you may mahe 
application, but T know what advice Tshall ative. 
directly to the police office, where i saw Mr. Altertean 
Soars. and ac quainted him with my business; he sacl, ** go 
bacxwards,”? and tmmrediately ordered a constable to ta 
me imto custody. After being in this situation more than 
an hour, Mr. Alderman Barber (a near neighbour) came to 
me, and said, ¢* 4 am very sorry for von. as bL believe you to 
be an honest industrious man, bat | would advise you to 
withdraw yourapplication,’’ (this he repeaicd several tines) 
‘-itis a dangerons case to press 3 however, you wil not by 


’ ’ ’ ? 
the town clerk. bat he ob. 


any-means consider me as talking to you as a magistrate but 
as a friend.’’ 1 toid him that the treatment bat mt id already 
received was unmerited: at all events, | etermined 
to press my application for that which [ha i a ‘Fg hi to de. 
mand: he then left me. Not more than an hour had ex. 
Hired after this interview, when f was taken before a beuch 
of magistrates that was then sitting. Me. Patield then in. 
quired of me what my application was; L infor wed him, if 
was a copy of the warrant issued for the searching of my 
house, and the names of the constables if was deliver 

to; he ordered me to be taken away for some ike, 
until the magistrates had consulted how they might 
dispose of my ease, In half aw hour, [ was again in. 
troduced to the magistrates, when Mr. Koteld informed me 
that they had agreed nof to grant my request, and that i was 
still detained for being concerned in the Lovghbrovgh 
outrage. Here he (the town clerk) alluded to the frame. 
breaking which took placé in Loughbrough, ou the 25th, 
or 29th of June, 1816. L was taken to the town gaol, 
Where | remained in one of the dampest holes that man wag 
ever coniined in; (and although it is more than six months 
ago, I at this time experience upon my lungs the bad ¢ tlects 
of lying in that damp cell.) J continued in that wretched 
place until the l4th, having nothing allowed me but bread 
and water for my sustenance, wifha bed such as felons lay 
upon, and not only damp, but smelling so strong of brim- 
stone, that it was almost intolei able. On. that day Mr, 


Alderman Barber, Mr. Enficld, a king’s messenger, and a 
Bow-strect officer, came to the gaol and informed me, L 
Inst prepare for a journey. a: 
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Secretary of State; Mr. Aldesmas Gacber then observed, 
** the Loughbrough business must stant over, (and IT have 
heard no more of it since.) They then wentaway, and in 
the course of an hour after, the hking’s messenger and a 
Bow-street officer, came again and chatned me hand and 
foot toa man of the wame of Haynes ; before | got into 
the chaisc, he (the Bow.street officer) said, ‘Sif L heaved 
my hand to let the chains be seen, fF should be the first that 
should fall,’’ at the same time holding a pistol in his hand. 
On the road to London the fetters round my hand gave me 
such pain, which caused me to comment irpon the unmerited 
punishment I was suffering; the officer observed ** you wish 
to make it appear that you are not a disailected person ; 
the town clerk informed me that you are much respected * 
by the mechanics of Loughbrough, and Leicester, aud the 
working people in general, so that you area dangerous man 
to be at large.”” On the 15th we arrived in London and 
were taken to the Cold-bath-fields prisou. On the 2tst I 
was taken before Lord Sidmouth ; his lordship asked me 
bow old I was; I informed him; he told me L was appre. 
‘hended under a warrant from him, on a suspicion of higi 
treason, and that he would commit to close confinement 
until delivered by due course of law, and added if you have 
any thing to say you are at liberty to speak. To this | replied, 
if every action of my life was painted to your lordship in its 
proper colour, you would say [ merited reward, rather than 
punishment, In vain did LI declare my innocence, aid 
challenge proof of my guilt; he observed LU was not un- 
justly punished, for his information was frem a respectable 
source, and that I should have a list of the evidence against 
me, and proper notice of my trial before it commenced. 
J was then conveyed to Cold-bath-ficlds Prison; and on 
the 24th was with William Cliff, (a,young man from Derby, ) 
removed to Oxford Castle: at my arrival at that place, I 
was confined by myself in a dismal dungeon, (a cell for 
condemned criminals), about nine feet square, and when | 
had a fire in it, 1 was nearly suffocated with smake; here I 


eontinued for near three months, without being permitted. 


to sce any‘person except the governor and turnkey. Re- 
fect Sir,;for a moment, how I must feel in such a situation, 
and of so long continuance, when you are told that I had 
never been within the walls of a prison before the 10th of 
June last. 
were so much increased, that it was found necessary to ad- 
mit Cliff, and myself, into one of the turnkey’s lodges, 


‘Where I was far more comfortable, enjoying the company. 


of an innocent fellow-sufferer (William Cliff.) We had 
three shillings each per day allowed for our maintenance. 
While in solitary confinement the turnkey boarded me for 
seventeen shillings and six.pence per week. After joining 
‘my companien we received our weekly allowance and pro- 
vided our own food, until the 13th of November, when we 
were liberated on-our own recegnizance, to appear in the 
Court of King’s. Bench on the first day of next term, and 
to continue from day to day, and not depart that Court 
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* The Editor has taken no liberty with the style of this letter, but to 
printia few words imitalic characters. This‘part of the statement is an 
excellent expasition of the system of the Ministers. As they are ‘net re- 
Spec8d, every ene who is, is a dangerous character, 


Ia September the number of criminal prisoners. 
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without leave, In the last five or six weeks we had more 
liberty aud better accommodation. The facts, Sir, which § 
have stated, are to the best of my knowledge correct, and | 
shall nor. ‘f called upon, hesitate to confirm on oath befere 
any magistrate, It isa generally received opinion self-praise 
is no recommendation, L shall therefore decline saying aity 
thing of my own character ; but as | have been a resident 
in Nottingham between twenty and thirty years, several re. 
spectable manufacturers here, who are well acquainted with 
me as a husband, father, servant, and neighbonr, are r¢ ady 
to give every satisfaction W hich may be required with re. 
spect to character; but of many 1 will only select the 
foliowiag. Mr. G. Bradley, Lace Manufacturer; Mr. H, 
Levers, Lace Manufacturer; Mr. T. Goodburn, Hosier ; 
and Mr. Alderman Barber (at this time Mayor) beforemen. 
tiencd. ‘The above persons may be referred to at any time, 
[ do most solemnly declare, that J never was any way cen. 
cerned in breaking frames at Loughborough, or joined to 
the Luddites. Nor was Ll ever on a political Committee, or 
attended any such Committee, cither secretly or openly ; 
nor have | been a member of any political club whatever, I 
have been an advocate for Parliamentary reform, for more 
than thiriy years,~if that is [igh Treason, I am guilty, 
But notwithstanding my character stands unimpeached, as 
aumbers can testify, a detestable attempt has been made to 
ruin it, as the sequel will prove. Onthe 10th of Noy. 2 
writerin the Observer, has, with all the malignity of an 
—, endeavoured to traduce my character to the last de. 
gree in his publication of that day: and to make the busi. 
ness more certain. he published that number gratuitously ina 
Nottingham and Derby, (and how much further IT cannot 
say) to both public and private families, to subscribers and 
non-subscribers,—in fact, after a diligent search with 
much trouble, I could only find ove subscriber to that paper 
in Nottingham. For the particulars of that diabolical at- 
tempt, I must refer you to the work itself. Now, Sir, after 
losing my seat of work, being torn away froman affectionate 
wife, from beloved children, and a poor helpless aged mo* 
ther, all dependent upon me fer support, after being de. 
prived of my liberty, shut up in a dungeon, my health im. 
paired, and on the 10th of November, (threc days before 
my liberation) my character traduced, by a vile wretch, a 
hireling journalist, [ ask in the name cf reason, and Com. 
mon honesty, is there no redress for such a complication of 
grievances ? Is there not a shadow of justice to be obtained 
for multiplied injuries ? Is a bill of indemnity obtained 
by a corrupt majority, all the satisfaction I and my suffer. 
ing family are to rece've, for unmerited, unheard of perse- 
cutions, and losses we have hereby sustained? These ree 
marks, my persecuted friend, | send you, if you, or any of 
your patriotic acquaintance can turn them to good account 
in our.own, or country’s cause, they are at your service. 


I am, dear Sir, 





Your obedient Servant, 
Francis Warp: 


P.§. Itake the liberty of saying, that I have not re- 
ceived one shilling, either from a subscription or otherwise, 
as am indemnity for pecuniary damage sustained, neither do 

J requireit. If 1 am favored with health and strength, and 
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employment to exercise if, and the blessing of heaven upen 
my industry, L hope to maintain inyself and family with 
credit and respectability as heretolore. Tf you think it 
would answer any good purpose to petition the House 
of Commons, TP should esteem if a great favour to receive 


the form of a petition from you, 


t.. PERCEVAL’S STATUE. 
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—* Speak of me as Tam, 
- Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.” 
PHAKSPUART. 
Sire, Warwick, Dec. 1, 1317. 

The corrupt newspapers, with their usual disregard to 
circumstances, have announced a statue having been pleced 
in All Saints’ Church, Northampton, to the memory of Mr. 
Perceval, with a rollin his hand. Ef the sculptor has done 
justice, this roll has on it, Zhe KING versus HAMLIN— 
it referring to the most important act of his life ; and one 
which cannot fail to hand down to posterity his real cha. 
racter. 

[ have presumed that the artist has done kim this act of 
justice :—a boroughmonger would say it was very wicked in 
me to suppose that such a thing should not accord with the 
original én such a place: but as there may be such an omis. 
sion, his coadjutors and panegyrists having omitted any 
mention of it, 1 will, with your permission, simply s state it, 
Let us do justice to him now dead, if he, when living, would 
not do justice to us?! 

Hamlin was a tinman at Plymouth, and in following the 
example of those to whom he was ordered to ‘* bow lowly 
and reverently,” offered a bribe for a situation under the 
administration, Mr. Perceval was Attorney-General, who, 
by virtue of his ollice, commenced an action against Hamlin, 
which action ended in fine, imprisonment, ruin, and death ; 
and the MO'TIV Ks for this was openly declared in Court to 
be for the sake of public justice, and to vindicate the purity 
of an administration which Ho said was never exceeded on 
the face of the earth. 

Some time after this, himself and some of the same perfect 
administration were openly accused, and proof offered at the 
bar of the House of Commons, that HE, the very same Mr. 
Perceval, was guilty of connivance in the sale of a seatin 
Parliament, which accusation was not denied! But instead 
of our hero being then swayed by any sense of public justice, 
or exhibiting any sortof contrition, for this one of the great. 
est of all crimes, he went on unpunished, and called upon the 
house to make a stand against popular encroachments, 
which was instantly obeyed; oth factions, the inns and the 
euts—the whigs and the tories, like crouching spaniels, 
auswered to his call—and one of them had the unparrallele id 
- to say he should not think any the worse of him 
for the deed; which saying, 1 hope, will be remembered by 





the freeholders of Yorkshire as long as a fragment of All 
Saints’ Church remains. 

I could say much more, bul let us wait: —in the mean while 
the statue is there,—and the people of Northampton may 
do as Mr, Cobbett sq excellently said he would do by Mr. 
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Pitt’s, §* take their children one by one to it as they zrow 
Up, recount ta thenr all his deeds. ; from his dawia fo bis ox. 
tinguishment, and te them to shun thatas they sould siun 
the curses of their forefathers.’ 


[ ain, &c. 
W. GOODMAN 
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Memoranda of stray thoughts, 


Since Mr. Southey, Poet Laureat, and Reonegado, has 
declared the English people to be half Luddite, and half 


J azaroni— Query, to which half does he belong !! 


—_—_—_—- - =— 


New order fo be given outin all Courts of justice in the 
united kingdom—oh yes! oh ves! oh yes! 

** Whereas it being contrary to the system of oppression, 
which now reigns in this realm—for the people assembled in 
this Conrt—to laugh, cry, sneeze, talk, louk, taste, smell, 
hear, or think ; we here *by forbid and forewarn all and 
every one from doing the same, under pain of imprison. 
ment; until the national debt is justly and fairly liquidated. 

To those who object to annual parliaments and unizversat 
suffrage, yet think reform necessary! let us ask them— 
what use they can make of half.a coach w hecl, halfa pair of 
scales, half aman of war, and half a pair of scissara—or if 
their servant were to rob them of half a crown—and return 
them fifteen pence, whether they would be satisfied if he said 
he should not give them any more, aud that they must be 
** factions demagogues,’”’? ‘* dangerous innovators,’ or 
“infamous deluders,’? if they tried to punish him for it. 
Against half measures “all nature cries aloud through ali 
her works.’ | : 


RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. 


-_---- 





As the people are the fountain of power and authority, 
the original seat of Majesty, the authors of laws, and the 
creators of officers to execute them; if they shall find the 
power they have conferred abused by their trustees, their 
majesty violated by tyranny, or by usurpation, their au. 
thority prostituted to support violence, or se¢reen corrup. 
tion, the laws grown pernicious through unforeseen acci. 
dents, or rendered inetiectual throngh the infidelity or cor. 
ruption of the ministers of them; thenit is their right, afid 
what is their right is their duty, to resume: that delegated 
power, and call their servants to an account ; to resist the 
usurpation, and extirpate the tyranny, .to restore their sul. 
licd majesty and prestituted authority; to suspend, alter, 
or abrogate those laws, and punish their unfaithful and cor. 
rupt otticers. Noris it'the duty of. the united body, but 
every member of it ought; according to his respective rank, 
power and weight in the community, te concur in advanc. 
ing and supporting those glorious designs. 

The obligatigns of eyery Briton to fulfil the. political dus 
ties, reccive a vast accession of strength when, he calls to 
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mind of whatanoble and well balanced Constitution of 
-Goverument he has the honour to partake ; a Constitation 
founded on common reason, common sense, aud common 
good, free and equal lays secured against arbitrary will. 
How must he venerate and jove a constitution in which the 
majesty of the people has been frequently recognized, «int 
which kings are made and unmade by the choice of the peo. 
ple, faws enacted only by their own consent, and for their 
own good, in which none- can be deprived of their pro- 
perty, abridged of their freedom, or: forteit their Jives. 
without an appeal to the laws and the verdict of their peers: 
aconstitution, in short, the nurse of heroes, the parent ‘of 
Liberty, the pafron.of Science, the pride of Britain, the 
envy of her neighbours. and their sanctuary too. How ex- 
écrable must be the conduct and character of those who will 
anot preserve, inviolate, and entail in full vigour to their 
sposterity, such a glorious constitution, the Jal:our of many 
“ages and the price of much, blood, but who rather chuse to 
sacrifice it.and afl their independence, -freedom, and dig- 
nity, to any litile pageant of a king -who should prefer being 
the master of slaves, to being the guardian of freemen, and 
consider himself the proprictor, not the father of his peo- 
ple. To conclude, words cannot express the public and 
heroic spirit of such, if such there be, as have yirtue enough 
léft to stem the torrent of corruption, and guard our sacred 
«constitution against the profligacy and prostitution of the 
currupters agtd the corrupted. 


- 


‘A i'rienp To THE ConstitutTon. 
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ADDRESS T@ DEPARTING -IBERTY. 








Goddess! in Britain’s land ador’d, 
By Alfred's freeborn sace; . 
Heaven born virtuous Liberty, 
Still thy cheering smile afford, 
The patriot’s avd-our country’s friend 
Let us beliold thy heavenly face ; 
Gsvardian of laws thy throne ascend, 
_ Wave_bigh thy wand aod give the word, 
And bid thy Sons be free. 
Tho’ kingsand minions rise, 
To drivé thee from thy throne, 
Oh keep thy standard stil unfarl'd ¢ 
‘Tho’ despots hate and banish thee, 
Anu trouch'to base-born tyranny, 
/Oh flee not tothe skies, 
Let not. vile spirits reign alone, 
. «Oh Stay anil save a sinking world, 
Threaten'd with Slavery’s chain to groan, 
Seek aretreat.on Albion’s shore, 
“Here thy fostering blessings pour; 
ANh lend thine aid to keep ber free, 
She who,so- well as fgught for thee, 
And worships still. thy sacred tree; 
Ob let her yet enjoy its fruit, 
be And peaceful shadé ; protect its root, 
t Deep inthe heans ef those | , | 
| Who seek and love its bless’d repose. 
he genias of her Sons inspire, * 
of 2 4 With T’reedom's sacred fire: 
‘Teach, it to burn in virtue’s cause, - 
For Justice fixed by equal laws, 
Renew thy ancient reign; 
Break Slavery’a galling ehain, 
. Unnerve tbe tyrant’s hand, 
‘ Ftis lawless force disband; 
- «+ Ket virtuots patriotism maintain, 
Its gen’rous peaceful free-born reign, 
Give lay less tyranny the blow, 
Ati live) oppression to the shades below, 
om 3 WS iva be £ 
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A PEEP INTQ WESTMINSTER HALY 
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Old Rufes’ Wall, long faucd for wonders, 

Vor J udves, Louw 7 ers—suits and Ldaisvede f, 

Por men of saw, and wigs of liorseliair, 

Jew bail and rogues, who swear and forswear 3 

Black legs, blue-bags, learned wig-blocks, 

Bailif’s, scoundrels, bold and shy eocks, ‘ 

Jail-birds, and other Knowing sly-cocks; 

Whitewashed banvkropts, fame recruited, 

Suitors pleas’d and some now suited 

Tnsolvent debtors and their beil, 

Retiring for three months to Jast, 

Jun Kilenboro’ todge close pack'd 

For benetit of the air—and act; 

Who when discharg’d to town recurs 

For credit in some new concern, 

Counsel for briefs and motions 

Lawyers their clients Closely piying ; 

And deeply skill’d (in all bat las ) 

To make a bill-— or find a flaw : 

Plaintiff’s undone with suits and cust, 

Ruin’d alike when won or lost ; 

Causes without effects you’l bear, 

And doubtful points in cases clear, 

Argued with grave inmeaning faces, 

With changes rung on counts ard cases, 

Distinctions without difference, 

Perverting common law and sen-e, 

False witnesses who lie and swear, 

And all except,the truth declare ; 

The varnish’d tale —the specious he, 

Sans fear of judge or pillory ; 

Brow beaten often —just to shew 

What tricks and slang the Counsel know. 
- Juformers vile, with qui tam actions, 

And rascal spies creating.factions. 

Rich tax collectors found defaulter>, 

Exchequer'’d smugglers, fearing halters ; 

Poor authors who to prison go, 

Indicted — ex-officio, 

For writing libels on the great, 

True or not true alike their fate ; 

By Special Juries, fee’d and pack'd, 

Condemn’d for publishing the fact. 

More wonders yet are to be found, 

Among the Courts which here abound ; 

An honest man will sometimes scape 

Spite of bear judge, or counsel ape : 

Perhaps you think all this is fudge 

If so—oome here yourself and judge. 
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Gloria Patria, to be sung by any four Judges on a motior 
fo set aside a packed Jury, 





To a packed Jury and Judge, all glory be given, 

Their spirit is one, and their injustice even. 

The Jury judg’d well, and the Judge judg’d as clever, 
They havé judged ; they do judge; and will judge for ever. 
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